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Introduction
This programme module may be delivered as a standalone module leading to certification in a FETAC minor award. It may also be delivered as part of an overall validated programme leading to a Level 5 FETAC Certificate. 

The teacher/tutor should familiarise themselves with the information contained in [Named Provider]’s programme descriptor for the relevant validated programme prior to delivering this programme module.

The programme module is structured as follows:

	1. Title of Programme Module

	2. FETAC Component Title and Code

	3. Duration in hours

	4. Credit Value of FETAC Component

	5. Status

	6. Special Requirements

	7. Aim of the Programme Module

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

	9. Learning Outcomes

	10. Indicative Content

	11. Assessment

a. Assessment Technique(s)

b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Technique(s)

c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

	12. Grading

	13. Learner Marking Sheet(s), including Assessment Criteria



Integrated Delivery and Assessment

The teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate the delivery of content where an overlap between content of this programme module and one or more other programme modules is identified. This programme module will facilitate the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to the themes and content of the module. 

Likewise the teacher/tutor is encouraged to integrate assessment where there is an opportunity to facilitate a learner to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module. The integration of the delivery and assessment of level 5 Communications and level 5 Mathematics modules with that of other level 5 modules is specifically encouraged, as appropriate. 

Indicative Content
The indicative content in Section 10 does not cover all teaching possibilities. The teacher/tutor is encouraged to be creative in devising and implementing other approaches, as appropriate. The use of examples is there to provide suggestions. The teacher/tutor is free to use other examples, as appropriate. The indicative content ensures all learning outcomes are addressed but it may not follow the same sequence as that in which the learning outcomes are listed in Section 9. It is the teacher’s/tutor’s responsibility to ensure that all learning outcomes are included in the delivery of this programme module.

	1. Title of Programme Module

Creative Writing


	2. Component Name and Code 

Creative Writing 5N4765


	3. Duration in Hours

150 Hours (typical learner effort, to include both directed and self directed learning)


	4. Credit Value

15 Credits 


	5. Status

This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure


	6. Special Requirements

None


	7. Aim of the Programme Module

This programme is designed to give students an opportunity to develop their creative voice through a range of writing e.g. fiction, short stories, poetry, drama, autobiography and writing for magazines. It aims to allow students to explore and understand key aspects of the Creative Writing process, produce a variety of work in their chosen format and research the possibility of getting it published or produced. 
 

	8. Objectives of the Programme Module

· To develop the learner’s creative voice through writing.
· To introduce the learner to the key aspects of the Creative Writing process, including the skills associated with reading, writing, researching, proof-reading and editing.


·  To facilitate the learner to produce a range of writing - e.g., poetry, prose, drama, selected format - which reflects their creative ideas and original thinking. 
·  To assist the learner to research outlets for writing in Ireland and UK, particularly in relation   to the compilation, presentation and submission of their own work for publication.


· To assist the learner to develop the academic and vocational language, literacy and numeracy skills related to Creative Writing through the medium of the indicative content. 

· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.





9. Learning Outcomes of Level 5 Creative Writing 5N4765
Learners will be able to:

1. Explain the concept of showing not telling in writing 

2. Explore the purpose, language and idioms of a character 

3. Summarise structure and plot development to include the different possibilities for plotting a story, timelines in relation to the narrative and point of view 

4. Discuss a range of different writing genres and the limitations of the worlds that writers create 

5. Examine the process of getting work published in Ireland and abroad to include the role of agents and publishers and self-publishing 

6. Use a range of writing skills to include researching ideas from a range of sources, recording ideas in a notebook, using grammar to alter the narrative and revising and editing work 

7. Employ the skill of characterisation to include the creation of a range of believable characters, showing feelings and emotions through words and actions, creating dialogue that comes from the character, identifying if the narrator is present or omnipresent and determining the history of a character 

8. Write in the first, second and third person 

9. Construct different ways of telling the same story to include flash forward and flash back

10. Use language to set the tone of the narrative and create a strong sense of place 

11. Present work for an agent or publisher which is correctly laid out according to industry practice 

12. Produce a variety of written pieces of work, which range in content and length 

13. Use structure and plot development to create intrigue for the reader 

14. Employ setting and atmosphere to include the use of real locations as the source for fiction and the creation of clothes and costumes that are unique to the story 

15. Source a variety of agents and publishers in Ireland 
16. Critique their own work and the work of others.
	10. Indicative Content 



	Section 1: Writing Skills. Learning Outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 16
Facilitate the learner to:

· Record their ideas and research in a writing log, for example:

· Writing Journal 

· Tape/Digital Recording

· CD  

· Visual Presentation

Facilitate the learner to:

· Use a variety of sources to research their work and explore writing skills. For example:

· Researching the work of other writers; poets, fiction writers, non-fiction writers, playwrights, etc.

· Discuss and review the work of other writers.

Facilitate the learner to:

· Create a range of believable characters in their writing, which may include different forms of writing. For example:

· Prose

· Poetry/Song Lyrics

· Drama, etc.

· Writing in the first, second and third person that may include different forms of expression, as listed above.

· Understand the difference between omnipresent or third-person specific.

Facilitate the learner to:

· Understand how to summarise, structure and plot development in a piece of writing. For example:

· Using timelines, ie, flash-back and flash-forward to show different ways of telling the same story through point of view and narration.

Facilitate the learner to:

· Practice careful revising and editing of work, with attention to:

· Spelling

· Grammar

· Punctuation



	Section 2: Original Writing
Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 16

	Facilitate the learner to explore forms of expression and storytelling, through development of narrative, character, voice, and structure, by:

· Understanding the importance of showing, not telling in a piece of writing

· Provide examples, using dialogue, description and narration

· Exploring the different possibilities for plotting a story or poem, considering, for example:

· The importance of voice

· How to create voice and/or a unique style

· The effect that point of view has on a written piece

· Understanding the importance of developing diverse, interesting and rounded characters, for example:

· What constitutes a believable character

· Provide examples of such characters in fiction and non-fiction

· What is it about these characters that make them memorable 

· How words and actions develop character

· Understand the importance of conveying feelings and emotions 

· How does this create mood, tone, and alter narrative

· Write dialogue that is realistic

· Ensure that dialogue is true to the character 

· Employ dialogue that furthers character development

· Ensure that dialogue contains an element of subtext

· Ensure that dialogue provides insight and exposition of character

· Producing a variety of written work, which range in content and length, for example:

· Poetry

· Provide examples of different types of poems, subject matter, etc.

· Prose

· Provide samples of memoirs

· Provide samples of short stories , novel extracts, etc, using different  points of view 

· Drama

· Provide samples of dialogue exchanges

· Create different scenes through dialogue alone

· Understand what creates drama on stage, TV or film 

· Provide samples that show altered perceptions of character, place and plot

· Using structure and plot development to create intrigue, subtext, and to develop theme, for example:

· Is there an underlying theme that gives their story a sense of period, of urgency, of context?

· What constitutes theme and how important is it?

· Study examples of theme in the course of reading other work

· What is the issue or theme pertaining to their story? 
· Show how the introduction of new characters, dilemmas, and actions can alter plot

· Create set-ups that have a pay-off later in the story

· What types of set-ups provide intrigue

· Establish the moral fabric and make-up of a character and then create a situation in which he or she is forced to question these principles

· Show the manner in which tone and sub-text create intrigue and tension

· Develop tone through dialogue and description

· Show samples of the same dialogue and description but under different sub-text and tone

· Employ setting and atmosphere to include the use of real locations as the source for fiction, for example:

· Create a world that is inhabited by your characters

· Evoke a true sense of place and time, and how that place is perceived through the eyes of their characters 

· Show how that same place or location differs when perceived through another character 

· Set up the rules that exist in this (fictionalised) world and then see how their characters bend or break these rules

· Use real locations, providing specific details, descriptions and recollections of that world in which the story and plot develop, employing various timelines 
· Show what ways period detail, costume and dress apply to their characters, in their piece of writing
· Provide samples in which descriptions of these costumes and period detail are particular to the characters that are narrating or observing them

· How important is setting and costume in their writing
· Compare examples created by other writers – source samples in television, prose, film and poetry, and explain how they have inspired their writing
· Understanding the importance of feedback – how to take on board constructive criticism from other learners and apply this to a new draft of work, for example:

· Where possible, arrange that learners provide sample work for feedback 
· Have learners read out work in class and allow other learners to discuss and critique

· See evidence of this feedback applied to a new draft of the same work

· Discuss a range of writing genres, for example:

· Read, read… and read

· Analyse the work of recognised writers – source and provide samples of extracts from these writers
· Categories of writing

· Identify major genres of work and show how well-known writers operate in these fields

· Choose writers from different genres in all forms of writing, eg. poetry, drama, fiction, etc. 

· The limitations that apply to a particular genre

· Identify what rules are created in each of these genres

· What is the world that they inhabit and the market they appeal to

· Critique their own work and see what genre it most fits



	Section 3: Outlets for Writing. Learning Outcomes: 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 15, 16


	Facilitate the learner to:

· Compile a collection of their own writings for publication, drawn from their project work, such as:
· Poems

· Fiction, for example, short story or opening section of a novel or play

· Autobiography

· Travel Writing

· Article/Magazine Writing, for example, a review, travel feature, or interview 
Facilitate the learner to:

· Research and discuss different genres in relation to publishing outlets. For example:
· Publishing Companies

· Magazines

· Journals

· Newspapers
· Television

· On-line

· Pamphlets/Broadsheets

· Competitions

· Theatres 
· Libraries/Galleries/Public Venues

· Readings/Workshops, etc.
Facilitate the learner to:

· Examine the process of getting work published in Ireland and abroad to include: 
· The role of agents  

· Publishers 
· Self-publishing
Facilitate the learner to:

· Present work for an agent or publisher which is correctly laid out, considering:
· Editing

· Proof-reading 

· Critique of work

· Letter of submission with final presentation



4. Assessment

11a.
Assessment Techniques

Project 


70%
Assignment

30%


11b.
Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.


	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1.
Explain the concept of showing not telling in writing
	Project

	2.
Explore the purpose, language and idioms of a character 
	Project

	3.
Summarise structure and plot development to include the different possibilities for plotting a story, timelines in relation to the narrative and point of view 
	Project

	4.
Discuss a range of different writing genres and the limitations of the worlds that writers create 
	Project/Assignment

	5.
Examine the process of getting work published in Ireland and abroad to include the role of agents and publishers and self-publishing 
	Assignment

	6.
Use a range of writing skills to include researching ideas from a range of sources, recording ideas in a notebook, using grammar to alter the narrative and revising and editing work 
	Project/Assignment

	7.
Employ the skill of characterisation to include the creation of a range of believable characters, showing feelings and emotions through words and actions, creating dialogue that comes from the character, identifying if the narrator is present or omnipresent and determining the history of a character 
	Project

	8.
Write in the first, second and third person 
	Project

	9.
Construct different ways of telling the same story to include flash forward and flash back
	Project

	10.
Use language to set the tone of the narrative and create a strong sense of place 
	Project

	11.
Present work for an agent or publisher which is correctly laid out according to industry practice 
	Assignment



	12.
Produce a variety of written pieces of work, which range in content and length 
	Project/Assignment

	13.
Use structure and plot development to create intrigue for the reader 
	Project

	14.
Employ setting and atmosphere to include the use of real locations as the source for fiction and the creation of clothes and costumes that are unique to the story 
	Project

	15.
Source a variety of agents and publishers in Ireland 
	Assignment

	16.
Critique their own work and the work of others
	Project


11c.  
Guidelines for Assessment Activities

The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs and marking schemes for the Assignment and Project.  In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Project: Development of Original Writing

	Project 70%

	This Project will be on-going throughout the duration of the module delivery.



	This Project is designed to enable the learner:

To produce a body of work with a view to publication, which will include:
· A Writing Journal/Log which charts the development of their Creative Writing, ideas, research and writing skills.
AND
· Show evidence of their writing skills in three of the following:
· Five poems to include, three poems in Free Verse and two in Established forms, for example, a Sonnet, Haiku, Song Lyrics, etc.

· One Short Story, 2,000-3,000 words approx., or two Short Stories, each 1,000-1,500 words. 

· The opening section of a novel, autobiography, memoir, travel book, etc., 2,000-3,000 words.

· The opening scene of a play, or film script, 1,500-2,000 words.

· Feature Article for Newspaper or Magazine, 700-1,000 words; and a review, or interview, or profile, or piece of writing for Opinion Column for Media outlet, 700-1,000 words.

Writing Skills
The Writing Journal / Log should show clear evidence of the following:

· Recording and researching ideas in a journal or log, and showing and summarising different possibilities for plotting a story.  

· Explaining the concept of showing not telling in writing.
· Critiquing their own work and the work of others. 

· Looking at established writers and discussing different writing genres, to include the limitations of the world that these writers create.
· Producing a variety of written work which shows the student’s development and progress.

Original Writing Skills

Learners must demonstrate evidence of the following in each of the three pieces of work:

· Use a range of writing skills to produce a variety of written pieces of work, which range in content and length. 

· Explore the purpose, language and idiom of a character. 
· Produce different believable characters that show feeling and emotion through their actions, use of language and dialogue, identifying if the narrator is present or omnipresent and determining the history of a character. 
· Construct different ways of telling the same story, to include writing in the first, second and third person. 
· Explore the development of writing form, voice and timeline, using structure and plot development to create intrigue for the reader.
· Use language to set the tone and atmosphere of the narrative, creating a strong sense of place through period detail and the description of costume and location.
· Show careful revising and editing of work
Finished work reflects learner’s creative ideas and original thinking and is well presented.
Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these.  Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format, accompanied by a written copy of the original work.
All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief



	Assignment: Publishing
	Assignment 30%

	This Assignment will be on-going throughout the duration of the module delivery.



	This Assignment is designed to enable the learner:
To compile a selection of their writing for publication drawn from their Project Work, and to provide a brief overview of their selection, 150-200 words. The selection should include one of the following: 

· Five poems

· One Short Story, 2,000-3,000 words, or two Short Stories, each 1,000-1,500 words. 
· The opening section of a novel, autobiography, memoir, travel book, etc., 2,000-3,000 words.

· The opening scene of a play, or film script, 1,500-2,000 words.

· Feature Article for Newspaper or Magazine, 700-1,000 words, and a review, or interview, or profile, or piece of writing for Opinion Column for Media outlet, 700-1,000 words.
AND
· Compose an essay on Writing for Publication, 1,000-1,500 words, which is designed to:
I. Examine the process of getting work published /produced in Ireland and abroad, reflecting on their personal writing experience
II. Show the student’s personal experience and aspirations, and how they have discovered their creative voice through writing 

III. Show evidence of research into different types of publishing and identify the role of 
an agent and publisher in relation to writing.

IV. Identify and select a suitable outlet for their own selected writing, including a brief account of their choice, 150-200 words.
V. Present finished draft for publication with submission letter to editor/producer.

Evidence for this assessment technique may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or digital evidence, or any combination of these. Any audio, video or digital evidence must be provided in a suitable format, accompanied by a written copy of the original work.

All instructions for the learner must be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.


5. Grading

Distinction: 
80% - 100% 

Merit:

65% - 79%

Pass: 

50% - 64%

Unsuccessful:
0% - 49%

At levels 4, 5 and 6 major and minor awards will be graded. The grade achieved for the major award will be determined by the grades achieved in the minor awards.

	Creative Writing 5N4765

	Learner Marking Sheet

Project 70%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________

Learner’s PPSN: ________________

	Assessment Criteria


	MaximumMark
	LearnerMark

	Writing Skills
Compile a Writing Journal/Log which shows clear evidence of:
· Recording and researching ideas in a journal or log, and showing and summarising different possibilities for plotting a story.  
· Explaining the concept of showing not telling in writing.
· Critiquing their own work and the work of others. 

· Looking at established writers and discussing different writing genres, to include the limitations of the world that these writers create.
· Producing a variety of written work which shows the student’s development and progress.
	4
4
4
4
4
	

	Subtotal
	20
	

	Original Writing 
	
	

	Show evidence of writing skills in three of the following:
Five poems ; One Short Story; The opening section of a novel, autobiography, memoir, travel book, etc.; The opening scene of a play, or film script; Feature Article for Newspaper or Magazine  and a review, or interview, or profile, or piece of writing for Opinion Column for Media outlet. 

· Use a range of writing skills to produce a variety of written pieces of work, which range in content and length. 

· Explore the purpose, language and idiom of a character. 
· Produce different believable characters that show feeling and emotion through their actions, use of language and dialogue, identifying if the narrator is present or omnipresent and determining the history of a character. 
· Construct different ways of telling the same story, to include writing in the first, second and third person. 
· Explore the development of writing form, voice and timeline, using structure and plot development to create intrigue for the reader.
· Use language to set the tone and atmosphere of the narrative, creating a strong sense of place through period detail and the description of costume and location.

	45
	

	· Show careful revising and editing of work
	5
	

	Subtotal
	50
	

	Total Mark
	70
	


Assessor’s Signature: 


_________________________

Date: ___________________

External Authenticator’s Signature: 
_________________________

Date: ___________________

	Creative Writing 5N4765

	Learner Marking Sheet

Assignment 30%


Learner’s Name: ________________________________

Learner’s PPSN: ________________

	Assessment Criteria


	MaximumMark
	LearnerMark

	Publishing
· Select and compile a finished draft of work for publication, drawn from a work compiled and produced in the project, and to include an overview of selected writing, 150-200 words.
· This selection and overview to be accompanied by a submission letter to an editor or producer.  
Write an essay on writing and getting published, which includes: 

· Examining the process of getting work published/produced in Ireland and abroad, reflecting on their personal writing experience.
· Show writer’s personal experience and aspirations and how they have discovered their creative voice through writing.

· Show evidence of research into different types of publishing and identify the role of an agent and publisher in relation to writing.

	10
5
15
	

	Total Mark

	30
	


Assessor’s Signature: 


_________________________

Date: ___________________

External Authenticator’s Signature: 
_________________________

Date: ___________________
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