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FESS INFORMATION NOTE /UPDATE FOR PROVIDERS

MARCH/APRIL 2013
Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI)

QQI was established on November 6th 2012.  Since then FETAC has ceased to exist as a corporate entity. See www.qqi.ie for further information. The FETAC website www.fetac.ie remains operational for providers.
Transition to the Common Award System (CAS)
As a result of the transition to the FETAC Common Award System providers must ensure that they are delivering validated programmes leading to the new awards where appropriate. Learners cannot achieve certification for old awards that have been deactivated.
The old FETAC awards/modules at Levels 4, 5 and 6 were due to be deactivated in either December 2012 or December 2013.  However, due to the fact that some new awards were published late or are not yet published, the deactivation dates of the corresponding old equivalent awards have been extended.  Please see the Managing Change to the Common Award System: An Information Note for Providers and www.fetac.ie  for further updates.
Provider Programmes

1. Programme Development

Programmes leading to the new CAS awards must be developed by the provider and validated by QQI/FETAC prior to delivery.  In some cases programmes for sharing can be developed by a provider or group of providers.  A provider wishing to use a programme approved for sharing must apply to QQI/FETAC to have this programme validated for use in their specific context.  
2. IVEA/CEEOA Shared Programme Development Process at Level 5 and Level 6, 2011 – 2013/14
The IVEA/CEEOA has led a joint programme development initiative since 2011, where programmes have been jointly developed by VECs for sharing with all VECs, community and voluntary providers that are funded through the VECs and with voluntary, community, comprehensive and special schools. Programmes developed under phase 1 (2011/2012) of this initiative are currently being delivered throughout the sector.  Programmes currently being developed will be delivered to learners from September 2013, subject to validation by QQI/FETAC.  Details of programmes currently under development are available on www.fess.ie FESS continues to support this initiative nationally.  
3. Management of Validated Programmes

Once a provider has had a programme validated by QQI/FETAC, ownership of the programme transfers to the provider.  Providers will deliver, review and evaluate their (validated) programmes in line with their agreed Quality Assurance policies and procedures (See Section B.5 and Section B.9 of the provider’s QA agreement with QQI/FETAC).  
Providers MUST ensure that all pertinent information is communicated to the appropriate stakeholders (teachers, tutors, learners, etc.). Therefore;

· The relevant programme descriptor/s (part A) should be distributed to all staff involved in the delivery of the programme.  This will provide the context within which they are delivering their programme modules and will outline essential information including the programme structure and specific validation requirements, Garda-vetting requirements and work experience requirements where appropriate.
· The appropriate programme modules should be distributed to relevant staff and they must be delivered to learners as per the validated programme
· Promotional materials should be developed in line with validated programmes
If for local reasons a provider wishes to offer programme module/s not listed in the programme structure (See section 9 of the Programme Descriptor), the provider may do this subject to the conditions listed in the programme descriptor (part A) 
4. Provider Review of Validated Programmes
After validation, when ownership of the programmes lies with the provider, the programmes should be reviewed by the provider in accordance with Section B5.9 of their Quality Assurance agreement with QQI/FETAC
Mixing Old and New Awards
Old minors will only be recognised for certification purposes towards a new major, special purpose or supplemental award within the context of learners seeking exemptions for learning that has already been certified. In that situation learners may use old minor awards, where they are mapped to equivalent CAS components, until December 2015 (page72 Managing Change to the Common Award System, Level 5 and Level 6, February 2013; page 37 Managing Change to the Common Award System, Level 3 and Level 4, February 2013). The FETAC ‘Managing Change to the Common Award System: An Information Note for Providers’ outlines the process for seeking exemptions. The provider/centre must request the exemption through the FBS – it does not happen automatically. 

Level 4 Awards
All old level 4 awards have now been deactivated except in exceptional circumstances where a level 4 minor is named in the structure of a level 5 major award that is still active in 2013/2014.  In these instances, that minor will remain active so that certification can be carried out for that named award. Where a provider has been using a level 4 as part of the residue credit on a Level 5 major it won’t remain active.
Level 2 Programme

An IVEA/CEEOA shared programme development process is also underway for a programme leading to the Level 2 Certificate in General Learning.  Further details on this initiative will be available on www.fess.ie in due course.
Should you require any further clarification you can contact your local FESS Support Officer. Each Support Officers region and contact details can be found below.
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	Finola Butler
Further Education Support Officer
Curriculum Development Unit
99 Marlborough Road
Donnybrook
Dublin 4

	dublin@fess.ie
Tel:   01 4989500
	Dublin
Louth
Meath
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	Siobhan Magee
Further Education Support Officer
Co. Cavan VEC
Administrative Offices
Church View Square
Cavan
	cavan@fess.ie
Tel:   049 433 1850
	Cavan
Donegal
Galway
Leitrim
Longford
Mayo
Monaghan
Roscommon
Sligo
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	Jenny Whelan
Further Education Support Officer
Teach an Leinn
Kenyon Street
Nenagh
Co. Tipperary
	tipperary@fess.ie 

Tel:   067 410 88
	Clare

Cork 

Kerry

Laois

Limerick
North Tipperary

Offaly

Westmeath
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	Mary Sheehy
Further Education Support Officer
Murrough Campus
Wicklow Further Education Centre
Co. Wicklow VEC
The Murrough
Wicklow Town
	wicklow@fess.ie
Tel:   0404 326 54
	Carlow
Kildare
Kilkenny
Tipperary South
Waterford
Wexford
Wicklow
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